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INITIAL CONSULTATION AGREEMENT 
 

To: Potential Clients 
 

From: Johnson-Gilchrist Law Firm, P.C. 

Re: Initial Consultation 

SERVICES, FEES & CHARGES and TERMS 

You have requested we meet with you for an initial consultation only. Our comprehensive 
initial consultation is provided at the hourly rate of $350/hr. for Paula Johnson-Gilchrist, Sean R. 
Gilchrist, and Terin G. Riley, and $325/hr. for Kiersten M. Molcak associate attorney, payable upon 
time of service. Please note that if payments are made by credit or debit card, there will be 
an additional 3% fee added. 
 
The purpose of the initial consultation and scope of our employment for the initial consultation 
is limited to: 
 
Please take notice that you are not represented by Johnson-Gilchrist Law Firm, P.C. or any attorney from 
Johnson-Gilchrist Law Firm P.C. until you have met with an attorney from the firm; the attorney has 
agreed in writing to represent you; you have agreed that attorney will represent you for the matter being 
discussed; you  and the attorney have both signed the Initial Consult Agreement; and you have paid your 
retainer deposit required by the Attorney-Client Engagement Agreement and Fee Contract. 

It is important that you understand that a conversation over the phone with any attorney or employee 
who is not one of the attorneys of Johnson-Gilchrist Law Firm, P.C. does not constitute legal advice; does 
not create an attorney-client relationship and does not constitute representation of Johnson- Gilchrist Law 
Firm, P.C. of you in your legal matter. Further, you expressly understand by signing this document that a 
one-time consultation with one of our attorneys, alone, does not constitute representation of Johnson- 
Gilchrist Law Firm, P.C. of you in your legal matter, nor agreement to represent you. 

 
• Reviewing your current marital and/or parenting situation. 

 
• Reviewing your asset (property) and liability (debts) structure. 

• Reviewing your income and expenses. 
 

• Discussing your problems, concerns, and goals for resolving marital and/or parenting 
problems. 

• Explaining solutions, costs, and pros and cons of your choices in addressing your problems. 



Anything you tell us during the initial consultation is confidential under the attorney/client 
privilege. It is important that you honestly and frankly share with us all of the details of your 
marital, parenting, and financial situation. Please remember that we do not represent you on 
anything other than an initial consultation until you expand the scope of our employment and 
until we sign a written fee agreement for that purpose. 

 
Our future services, fees & charges, and terms are set forth in our Attorney-Client 

Engagement letter for your review. Any fee estimate we provide during the initial 
consultation is subject to the same limitation as our "advice" as follows: 

 
 

Our legal opinions fall into two types: a) "advice" based on our general knowledge of 
the law & our experience; and b) "opinions" expressed in writing and signed by us. "Advice" 
is merely guidance, should not be relied upon and does not provide the same level of 
assurance as an "opinion." "Opinions" are provided only after a full factual investigation and 
adequate legal research. Although we give you advice on various aspects of your case, 
including cost and fee estimates, we have offered no opinions and make no guarantee or 
warranties as to the successful outcome of the case or the aggregate cost. 

 
DUTIES TO PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS 

Montana Rule of Professional Conduct (MRPC) 1.20 provides specific duties that relate 
to prospective clients. In general, it states that if we receive information from you that could 
be significantly harmful to you, we may not represent another person with interests materially 
adverse in the same or a substantially related matter. You and we agree that your general 
and summary disclosure to me regarding: 1) your assets (property) and liabilities (debts) 
structure; 2) your income and expenses; 3) your marital and/or parenting concerns; and 4) 
your problems, concerns, and goals for resolving those problems will remain confidential. 

 
 

BILLING FOR NO-SHOW FEES TO PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS 
 

Our office will call to confirm your appointment generally 1-2 business days prior to 
your scheduled appointment. IF YOU DO NOT WANT OUR OFFICE TO CALL TO CONFIRM, IT 
IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO LET US KNOW THAT, AND PROVIDE AN ALTERNATE MEANS 
OF CONTACT. If you need to reschedule or cancel your appointment, you are welcome to do 
so, however, please contact us 24 hours in advance. If you are a No-Show at your scheduled 
appointment, you may be charged a no-show fee. 

 
CLIENT: AGREED & ACCEPTED:  DATE:  

 
ATTORNEY: AGREED & ACCEPTED:  DATE:  
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	ATTORNEY AGREED  ACCEPTED: 
	DATE_2: 


